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Dear Families

Re:  September 2020 Opening

As you will all have seen the Government has announced that all schools will be open again in

September.  Whilst this fills me with joy and happiness at the thought of us having the children

back, it also presents some challenges.

Alongside the Government's announcement, they have released detailed guidance on what

schools and parents/carers must do to keep the risk of the virus spreading as low as possible.  As

such, there will be a number of processes and requirements in place for September that are

different to our normal routines.

Morning Arrival at School & Drop Off:
Parking on site is for staff only.  Parking has been negotiated and is available at the Harnser Public

House.  If you wish to drop your child(ren) off via car, enter the site via Strawberry Fields, drive

towards the front of the school, pull up to the drop off point and allow your child to exit the car

and they will walk to their respective playground.

Those walking onto site can enter the site via Strawberry Fields or via the new gate on Yarmouth

Road.  The corner pedestrian gate on Yarmouth Road is an exit only. Only one adult is allowed to

drop off. Once on site you can walk with your child to their relevant playground area to wait for

the staff to collect the children from their class. Please ensure you observe social distancing and

leave the site as soon as you have dropped your child off.

Children arriving by bus will follow the normal processes of being dropped at the drop off point

and walk to their respective playground.

End of the Day Collection:
Those collecting children can enter the school site on foot via Strawberry Fields or the new gate on

Yarmouth Road.  Walk to the relevant playground and wait for your child to be let out of class.

Only one adult is allowed to come to site to collect their child.

Sutton walkers will be led out across the tennis court car park by a member of staff to the

Strawberry Fields gate.
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Those wishing to collect by car, can park on site on the tennis courts next to the Strawberry Fields

gate.  There is a very limited number of spaces and these people are also the last to leave the site.

Cars will park on the tennis courts, once the buses arrive, the car children will be escorted out of

school to the cars.  All cars will not move until all the children are safely in their car and the buses

have pulled away.

Children leaving by bus will meet in the Sports Hall, be registered and when the buses arrive, the

children will be escorted onto the bus ready for its departure.

Food and Drink:
All children will need a filled and named water bottle brought into school each day. The Trust has

made a decision that all infant children have a cooked school meal with no lunch boxes brought

in from home. This to be for all of the Reception, Year 1 and 2 children. This has immediate

benefits in reducing the risk of spread of Covid-19 but has the added benefit of a nutritional meal

for our youngest children.

Junior school children will have the choice of home packed or school lunches because they are

older and are able to deal with opening packets etc without adult assistance and can put

packaging back into lunch boxes to go home.

There will be no tuck available to purchase at break times.

Assemblies and Events:
The guidance insists on having as few adults on site as possible.  As a result, there will be no open

Parent Assemblies, large communal events such as Harvest Festival or opportunities for parents/

carers to attend workshops or learning cafes.

In addition to this, parents/carers are not to come into the main office.  Instead they will need to

call the office and arrange for a time that a member of staff can call you back.

Communications:
We will not be using school home planners/books to reduce items needing to be brought into

school from home.  Therefore, it is vital that you ensure your email and contact details are

accurate and up to date in the school office.  All of our main communication will come via emails.

PE and Changing:
To reduce the need for communal changing and increasing the chance of spreading the disease,

children will be asked to come to school in their school PE kit on the days that their class has PE

lessons.  This is nothing to think about for the first week of school as no one will know at this time

on which days the PE lessons are.  A reminder of acceptable PE kit can be found at

https://www.stalhamacademy.co.uk/uniform.

Cleaning and Good Respiratory Health:
Children will be cleaning their hands regularly throughout the day and will be taught how to do

this effectively.  In addition to this, tissues and wipes will be readily available to support the

children in having a good level of respiratory health.

Coronavirus Symptoms:
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Essential actions to reduce the risk in schools and further drive down the chance of coronavirus

will be taken, such as: making sure that children, staff and other adults do not come into the

school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or have tested positive in the last 7 days;

ensuring anyone developing those symptoms during the school day is sent home.  Therefore, if

you or your child(ren) develop coronavirus symptoms please do not come into school and follow

the normal attendance process and call the office to inform us of the absence.

If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, they

will be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance’ which sets out that they must

self-isolate for at least 7 days and should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus. It

is vital that contact details are correct and you or someone is able to collect your children should

the need arise.

Attendance:
Now that the Government has changed its guidance it is vital for all children to return to school to

minimise as far as possible the longer-term impact of the pandemic on children’s education,

wellbeing and wider development.

Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind.  Those with higher

overall absence tend to achieve less well in school. School attendance will therefore be

mandatory again from the beginning of the Autumn Term. This means from that point, the usual

rules on school attendance will apply including the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed

penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of conduct.

All of the above is in line with the Government guidance and needs the full support of everyone in

our learning community.  I am looking forward to having the children back at school and know that

with your support we can get them back to their routines and learning with as little friction as

possible.

Finally, thank you for the support you have shown over this difficult period of time.  It is a time of

much negativity and strain but I can quite honestly say I have never felt prouder of how the

children, families and staff have all pulled together to get us through.  Well done Stalham.

Kind Regards

Mr Glenn Russell

Executive Headteacher
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